
 

 

April 4, 2021 

Easter Sunday B 

 

Acts 10:34a, 37-43; Colossians 3:1-4; John 20:1-9 

 

Every Baptism in our Church is a joyful celebration involving family, friends and the parish. And 

the major symbols that are present are; water, a white garment, and a lighted candle. These same 

symbols are front and center at the Easter Vigil. We begin with the Easter fire, from which the 

Paschal Candle is lighted and processed into a darkened church. When the lights are turned on, it 

is clear that the church has been decorated with white garments: from the banners to the vestments 

of the clergy. And during the ceremony the easter Water is blessed, RCIA catechumens are 

baptized, and the congregation is sprinkled with this newly blessed Holy Water. Easter is about 

life, as is baptism. New life in the risen Jesus. The weeks of Lent are over, but Easter is not just 

the end of a penitential season for the Church. It is the glorious culmination of the promises God 

made through the prophets of the Old Testament and the life of Jesus. Easter changes everything. 

Easter celebrates LIFE. But it takes our human understanding of life and expands it beyond our 

imagining. Jesus, in overcoming suffering and death, reveals that God is more powerful than 

anything else in the universe, even human mortality. Love triumphs. Christ is risen. Death is not 

the final word in our lives; suffering is not useless; God’s promises of love, providence and eternal 

life are real. This is the basis of Christian hope. This is why Easter is a time of exuberant rejoicing. 

This is why, after the penitential and reflective season of Lent, we all sing out with full voice: 

“Alleluia!” This is why each Baptism is an echo of Easter. May all of you have a blessed Easter 

and experience the power of the words of our Responsorial Psalm: “This is the day the Lord has 

made; let us rejoice and be glad!” 


