
November 28, 2021 

First Sunday of Advent C 

 

Jeremiah 33:14-16; 1 Thessalonians 3:12-4:2; Luke 21:25-28, 34-36 

 

Happy New Year! I am not trying to confuse you since I know we are still in November. But 

“Happy New Year” is appropriate, as the Church celebrates the First Sunday of Advent. This 

begins the Church’s liturgical year. It is therefore a new beginning for all of us, and it is good to 

recall the first words of the Book of Genesis: “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the 

earth.” It is also good to remember the final words of the Book of Revelation: “Come, Lord Jesus!” 

Between these two statements [the ‘bookends’ of the Bible] are proclamations of faith, stories of 

hope, and examples of love. And all of them find their culmination in the life, ministry, suffering, 

death and resurrection of Jesus. No wonder the final line of scripture is a longing for Him to come 

again. From the earliest days, Christians longed for Jesus to enter into their lives, their hearts, and 

their world. Advent looks at this longing in two distinct ways: the expectation and remembrance 

that Jesus has been born as a child at Christmas, and the confidence that He will come again in 

glory at the end of time. Our readings this weekend certainly address this, especially as Jesus 

proclaims that we must be ready for His coming whenever and however it happens. This does not 

occur just at the end of all time, but every day of our lives. And there are many ways He comes to 

us: in our family, our friendships, our quiet moments of prayer, our routine activity of the day, and 

in a special way in the Eucharist. Perhaps, during this Advent, it might help us to focus some of 

our attention on the coming of Jesus in the ordinary times of life. Maybe events we could easily 

forget will then take on a deeper meaning: perhaps people we could easily dismiss will now reveal 

a goodness we never saw before; maybe we can look at the gift of our faith and participation at 

Mass with renewed appreciation; perhaps we can see, in places we would never have imagined, 

the face of God who made us and our world. So, this is a great way to both open and close Advent, 

from “In the beginning,” to “Come Lord Jesus!” It really is a “Happy New Year!”  

 

 


